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                         Press Release” 

 

ICITAP/US Department of Justice and Mongla Port Authority Organized Training to Counter Wildlife 

Trafficking Through Maritime Shipping Cargos 

 

Between 29th – 30th May 2023 members of the International Criminal Investigative Training 

Assistance Program (ICITAP), Counter Wildlife Trafficking team delivered training to 60 

representatives of Mongla Port Authority. ICITAP is part of the United States Department of Justice 

and they have been working in Bangladesh supporting law enforcement agencies of the Government 

of Bangladesh with training and mentoring since 2003.  

Mongla Port Authority Chairman Rear Admiral Mir Ershad Ali OSP, NPP, NDC, PSC attended the 

training as the chief guest and distributed certificates to the trainees on the final day. The training was 

coordinated by Commander Abdullah Al Mehdee, (G), BN Chief Security Officer of Mongla Port 

Authority, 

 

The Executive Officer and Senior Law Enforcement Advisor (CWT) of ICITAP Mr. Craig Fullstone 

and his team Dr. Nasir Uddin and Dr. Samia Saif took the opportunity to explain to participants the 

importance of tackling wildlife crime and explained its links to other major crime types including 

arms, drugs, and human trafficking.   

  

Mr. Fullstone highlighted that 90% of the world's illicitly traded wildlife is smuggled via shipping 

containers through seaports. The illegal trade is estimated to be worth anything between $23 - $200 

billion US dollars a year. As part of ICITAP’s Wildlife Protection Activity which is funded by 

USAID, the team is engaging agencies and organizations across the country to raise awareness and 

encourage inter-agency collaboration.  

  

Dr. Uddin provided details of warning signs to the Mongla Port Authority and highlighted the types of 

cargo that are often used to conceal the smuggling of illegal wildlife products.  

 

Mr. Fullstone feels that the use and importance of Mongla seaport is increasing day by day with the 

global demand and the development of Bangladesh. Besides Bangladesh, neighboring countries India, 

Nepal, and Bhutan are interested in using this port. So day by day the scope and caliber of Mongla 

port will increase. Hence, such training will help increase the capacity of Mongla Port Authority to 

control a global problem like wildlife crime in the future. 
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